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THE themes of the poets run in a very narrow
channel. Since the old heroic times when the
Homers and the Gunnlangs sang of battle with
the sleet of lances hurtling around them, a great
calm has settled down upon Parnassus. Generation
after generation pipes the same tune of love and
Nature, of the liberal arts and the illiberal philoso-
phies ; the same imagery, the same metres, meander
within the same polite margins of conventional
subject. Ever and anon some one attempts to
break out of the groove. In the eighteenth century
they made a valiant effort to sing of The Art of
Preserving Health, and of The Fleece and of The
Sugar-Cane, but the innovators lie stranded, like
cumbrous whales, on the shore of the ocean of Poesy.
Flaubert's friend, Louis Bouilhet, made a manful
attempt to tune the stubborn lyre to music of the
birthday of the world, to battles of the ichthyosaurus
and the plesiosaurus, to loves of the mammoth and
the mastodon. But the public would have none of
it, though ensphered in faultless verse, and the poets
fled back to their flames and darts, and to the
primrose at the river's brim. There is, however,
something pathetic, and something that pleasantly
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